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The Chinese Mafia: Private Protection in

a Socialist Economy

Peng Wang, tr. Li Xiaoming

(King’s College London; Industrial Economics and Rural Development Institute, Henan University)

Abstract: The economic theory of the mafia created by Diego Gambetta defines
a mafia group as a special type of organized crime group that specializes in
producing, sclling and distributing private protection. Nevertheless, Chinese
scholars and western criminologists have very different understanding of the mafia.
In order to avoid confusion, this paper proposes a new term *extra-legal
protector(s)” which refers to an individual or a group of people specializing in the
provision of private protection. Gambetta’s theoretical framework focuses on two
important aspects directly relating to the birth and development of unlawful
protectors, namely a demand for private protection and a supply of the same. In
the Post-Mao era, the widespread creation of property rights has exponentially
enlarged the demand for protection. However, property rights are ambiguously
defined in the Chinese legal system, and the state is unable and unwilling to provide
efficient and sufficient law enforcement mechanisms for needy people because of
the rampant corruption of government officials and the weak judicial system. In
this case, street gangsters who are interested in the private provision of protection
developed into an alternative enforcement mechanism for “securing” property
rights in China’s economic transition. The most important service offered by extra-
legal protectors in China is not only to assist business enterprises in monopolizing
the market, but also to assist local government in China’s economic reform.

Keywords: the Chinese mafia; extra-legal protection; private property;

economic reforms

JEL 5335 B25;011;P14



(FBUALFTHITIL 26)  JFA<: 185 % 260(mm) (EELAE N LB RTHE) AT 140% 195(mm) 37 F X 28 17

51 &

BT R AL G 2 1 B S A e SR R R P i SR . AR A
P H DL (Gambetta, 1993) 45 H 74 74 HL 2R T 90 0 BR B 5 4 M ol 8 09 EL 47 W) .
Varese (2001) AR Je B Z i 72 3130 48 5 1) T 3 22 5 e Lo A vh 7 AR T — &R 5
B e R TP IR TR A . AR (Hill, 2003) BE ARG H AR T58 . #
Ty GEAEFE R DR B ATHE R 151 10 B AL SR L Ao B AR B T58 (Y i
AR B B B E ZOT IR SR P [ 4 D R DI (1987) il %%
FIF (20100 BYBEFE S VRFRAT S 781 91 AAFEF0 IR [, b [ 3 AR 28 57 0 i 5t S B0 T R
PUREXE RS A9 7™ A X Sl R 0 1 R Hm 19 R B B 2 21 3k 0 v B A Ak 2 e e 1Y
IR ZHESI K

X T BT O 1 o A SRR B 5 DAL b [ T A A Nk MR A Y
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AR — A DI T] 5 RV 2 2 ZRMLAA di 5 3 A9 AR AR T Akt B A 4 e 2 g HL DR
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A AR AR P FIAR I X IR B S TR DX LE R KA

7 HR [ AT S XS /N SO AR 0 0 T & T S 22 U R il eSS R e S7.
H1 T IR 6 5 1R 25514 . 1E 40 Deng and Cordilia (1999) FIFi5611 » 33X L6315
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W RE . BT =240k, P EE &0 AR B S Z R&E Tk, Of HAE
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HP ] i R P S 2 AR 2 I (20000 45 1 o [ JRE A MUBRAE 2000 4F gt E it
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Bk [ L2 BURT IO WCR 510 O AL 2 PR B S 3B RS T BRKS BR
Q008 7E H A 45 Hh BAL 2V SR E 2 E 2 5 & ik fAR R B Rl T 3l L 9
HSBEM Al LB B T Z R (B Al 2 0L Chin & Godson, 2006; Wang,
2013b) . Ah. ORI OB ol Z0E i AR A 1 T B B ol i AR R 12
T 5E 4 T ARHZE I A

Lk BTk A HEURAR MU A H 45 5 2%, At 2 A0 AR 2 il o T 42 v [ SR 1
I 5 Rk (Ovehinsky,2007) . #8111, H AT E A AR 1 R SSHEIRLE 208k S MR 1 A
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B AAA AU B B AR IR BRAP ™ . A SCRORESRANR - 7EW SRRN S 25 50 i it
i ov Y S R R G o Q8 S PSS RTINS Y287 Ul v N i ) g A ES S S N
R AR A AR RS A ol I A B T 0 T ARLOR A A SR A SR
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—. EIMRIHE RN
BT RG0S5 ik

BT A B P B8 (The property rights theory of mafia emergence) & L)
FEAEE AR T L SR AT, SR TS AL 2 D R S L ST U Ok R AR
FAE7= A BRIE S 7 - T M B SR T S L UM & AL . O T R s B AR XS S
FEVEAN IR = K5 BT I BT A B AR IR LA B M TR A MR 4 21
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(=) BF5: —MRHREBAA AL LR

YA ALV IR FIK (organized crime group) FSET- 4 (Mafia) 1A [] SCATE FIAH [F] 4
BRI AFAEMIRIX (Finckenauer,2005) . LAk, 4 AT 58 W0 — A~ 78 @A [A] ) Lk 57
(kL2 A LU LR« DTS L DX 531 A 2V SR AR X R AR 2 A5 R 1 (Hess,
1973) ., FIEAT UE B anfel DX 43 38 56 A — i S B A U0 SRR — N R 2 2R
IR, FFFSE ST 1 2% 3 10 ¥ 7 (Blok, 1974) 78 L VEC—AN 74 75 HLR R 19 28 5% )
(The Mafia of a Sicilian Village) A3 T H OS5I 183 HAARBE w3 5 AR AR
BN F 2RI A E 5 B R T R AR5 . 7EBUN R RGBT BT il — 1
VEBUR £ (0 0 3 S AR R BEIR 45 . Gambetta (1993)3X g BB F-5¢ 1 1 EFAE it 12
SR AL B T) 7 M 1 A0 3R K R dy S8 T 56 V8 AT R OR3P 37 S A TE 1Y
Ik, Wi Gambetta LI, A48 HER2F P IR A PR FU TR 2% (Varese, 2001) 78 H 2B 1E
(&2 Wr B2 T4 ) (The Russian Ma fia) P4

BT HLUL IR BB TN E R R R R e 5y . H DL
ORI R TS L UE P ) B B IR R . 8 B R TSV IREE 4 4
— AR A VL IR R R TS E G AR50 BT HER Ry e
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ZULARHLA K & R TR — M TR, Gambetta (1993) 1 SCEZ WA
B RT3 Ry s — PSR AR NARY A REIR T 4K . F AL, Varese (2010) 45
BT ACHE S BFSRR R R LG 0 — 2 UL IRER . W2 v, 1i )y
FFA T RTAMAROCETEL T ENT S L BB EA R AARLT 5 [
PR AL AR DR AP i i — 2L R PR . A 20 TiE28 80 4R LR Ok A 4R
() 2 AL R — B KA A AU SR A AT T R B Y SR 9T AR R PG 7 FEL SR T3¢
MR BT . H AR ) S5 I fe) 22 B AN ARG 55, SRR AR B BT AF « 1 I
B5.2013) PRI 3k SE R IR Y N SR SR O/ A A SV SRR B BN & S R T
SRS,

Fi BE e [ BURT (9 B 5 SCOR AR BRI A 25 CHE IO 21 20738 Bl A gl 2 —
SRR A SRR AKX — Bk b gk NS T2 %2 (Roderic Broadhurst &-
Lee,2009; Wang,2013a; Zhang,2001), TR I8 12, A SRR E N BT 47
LG AR PRl i — R R 9 A 2L SUL R O ORI A Ak 27 J2 L Ry
FRRRAE 30 R AR SCIX I 2R T 58 Al AR AL 2 (PE D S S hR . PRtk B4 58T
56 IIREAS DO RARYE RE Y T SC BRI, Wi 55 ) 1 v AT UL AR AR 0 S 0 T Js
JEHTHE W — R, B2 5 R RRE MR P i 4

P b A DL R AN T R T B AR AR R IR 1) SR T A A U B
WIAHARRE » % 51253 TR ARCKE ™ PR T30 S D R T 19 28 R R v 7 B b [X.
AR R A AL A 2L T SERA DR IR A 2 b B RAR V2 45632 (0 R T3 R R AE . A8
HRE A TRARE T R T 58 A A P X A 2 I A b R X T R P R AR
B A8 SCHR R TR AMAI 273K — B AR TE R PR AR AR 2 YR B 1 A RT3 "R

(D BFRER: R EMRIT%

Gambetta (1993) AN FEMERICR BT R AL AR RBNR. RTHEZ
Bt ARERS KA AE 2G4 TR R 55— BRI Z A A UHE T A 8 R X {5
RGBT T HLREGS R AL 2 G R o — A AT B AT 5 58— B BB 7E T g
85858 51 ZAFAEFENIR S A B K IFAAE (Gambetta, 20000 . SRT {5 AF #Y 8K A
SE R TS APAE MM — ORI R . 40, 1l F 2R H A S R A L T H A 5 oA 2
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AT RERENER (Fukuyama,1995) , SRE— K H UL 6T S T 4% 1O R 5 4 T
TR 0B B B MR P R AR (Varese, 1994) , (7 75 LI TF-38 ) ( The
Sicilian Ma fia)iX—FVEFFA T BT3P AE AR . 2 H R )G &, Varese
C1O94) 16t T [ 5 7 S 7. 1) BB M AT T AU« A 7 AL 3 T S D e A i e
AT R GRS 2 05 IE R B AT R R I AR T

Gambetta (2000) Ay 75 P4 L 3T S J2 e ) g 440 45 0 TR P A0 3 4 S ) £ i 7
Wy, AU BRI AR R T A SR R — A RS, .l T
JFLL 2k 25 1 B MRV  BORRS U 7 T B T R 7 A T E R T
Ko BT PR ) T B SRR AN T 33 A TR BB TE AL T B 5 T
BILI BT s 3 DX A5 I A 5 R » 244 b BT AR 8 7. A5 200 7 AU B AR T
B, BERFFE SR 3 22 V135 7R JEi#; (Franchetti & Sonnino, 1877) W A4
TG P LA T AR A e PRI o B A S 1 4 B (L R B T RS g
L RN L T LS BT XA AT R iR . TR DL A 22 LA BT
Bandiera (2003) %} P4 P4 L BT 46 7 A 0% R (6 WF ST AL AT B0k - A DAy - S0 3R 7 1
ST FALA 7 AL R 57 3 AT S0 BT B A 580 57 T 8 42 S T BORT fry 4t 22
P2 B3 T A« MR Ak

RIS P ALY T A T I A - = A UG I 4 ) B L o 1 e R
W7 ST St A BRE I I 2GR EE T 77 4E T . Varese (1994) 3iF B I -5 76 (2 45
Tl 2 55 i) 420 25 5 AP 0 0 045 ) T 2 R 3k — BB LB I 49 5 S0
SRR g TS 1 1 G B o T 5 R A 7 O 4 T 7 A T ek 2 BT LA % [
FHU 5 2 AHIVCEC 3RE ok AL 2 B T 7 T (5 A fE ML B R i = 2 7 e
AR VZ HR . B BT A (0 U . Anderson (1996) 48 1. WA TR L
18027 SRR A B A DO R D P M R 717 420 0450 B 5 A e 2 80 B0 T 36 )
P AR VR HCHE B R T AAA PR AP B 25 B K 0 75k 5 s AT AL
ISP 45 2 18 O 2F I o S A7 59 7 B A5 3% 7 2 I 88 1 A 7 3 WL O T 8 3R B8
11§ 2 AN B

T DUES R BC T 2400 S T A 20 U A TR AT RE AR IS T TR BRI H AR
Milhaupt & West (2000) Ak 7EIE BRI H A 7= AR 5 5 1 K BUBERS [ 5 T8 24 1
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FNER R Z s 20 S 22 A EUVRIRARAS TR A . AR T5E U8 BUF Y
B LA BRI FIEIAT O T A% T B AR BE P i 4 . Hill (2003) dig i . H
AR 2 JR B 2N G i RATL AR LA B 7= BUERA T IR R A7 AE T 22 8RB L T2 B T AU L2 IS TR MR
P R R — A BRI R

B AR FE A SMA P A SR AN [ Ik 3045 210 4 Jie  {HUJ 88 B Ak ) 3R AR AL B -
HUGR R . B BUNAS GE N 7 BUIAT B B AL A IE R TE R BRI . FEIX R ER
SErp L RTEEE THEBUR R @ 8 B R BA TR BRI IS — R DRI A= AL
WA,

(=) S5EIMRIH GNP A F R SR A KB AN 25 b 444

H DU I SR AE 2L G SIA MR L 2™ A UK J A AH DG I P A~ T 22 7 18, B AL
A PRI B T SKANFAA P AUR I LSS o FEATAT P AR AP R RA T B SR BE T #m]
REFEO TR TR . e R A2 U AR S F 2R AR M S A A 2 TR At
TTTIASBES USE LA OR B A AT T FAAT W 7 535 R D38 3y 1 Gy e LA AAT T X Tk R
PR APER DR P i R SR AR K . TR Varese CO06) R RARKE  “HEk iz k.,
T3 F X T ORI A T SRR AL TR 51 FA R il R R A 2 s

AT 3 A N B AN ) T 125 4 A 31 1 1l T 4k 2 S T sl bk A0 R G4 75 SR 1
A A A 2 PR 5 (FUR: » IBURFASRE IS sl AN TR A R RS- AL = 250 P55 1Y
RAPBT B T 7 R MR 7ok . R TR s AR dR IR R 177 4
Hill (2003) 75 HAF IS UE T I RARGE 55— » I AR B0 4538 O BURTF TG ) o 28 R
FRAUL RO 55— BUN T REAN R At & S A B R 4R U5 R4 . Ik, Varese
(20060) 6 H » EZIERE S NG LT L AR IR AR ) T 2R 22 8] 1) 26 R0 R AR A
PR TR M RIAL BN 2 1 RE ) RS, T R OO TR AR R A T SRR

VE G PRI B GRS AU I A T LR R AL 78 R 1) P AR 3 67 A 3%
o SR FAA = AR 37 0 SR FRGR BE 0 A AS UG i A i AMARAP 2 2 1) 7= A 1L T % 0L
MM o PRI I MR AP 2 0 Sy [ 5K ) 12 4 AR AR SRS RA A AR 7 5 i A B I 2]
Gl 55 . KA I2AARDIGE R I IR AN AL 2L & R M 22 Fh 4 1, Ho b B T 11y
PRS2 XA GUAN B 36 3 2 0 il FH A Rl Ak T L5 2 o7 i sl i 5 BB R
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87 AEXFMEOLT EAMRIP A T IR AR AP B A € i 8 AA 22 PR R 55 52 B
ZlrMai e KA. L, BRTFEE B U SR AL A BRI — Bl g dd 10 A2 R LAY BT
FRBERY AL i Bl i B ) T B R B SR A I T 5 P 3K 2 XU IR

T DUES K HCTR] S P — ZRPUWTFE R ] RO 7 ASL A5 o 7 R ] 555 W) 0k R 4
Z[AIASAHDEBE TR LA T B2 s R ST 58 s UdE SR U™ A R IR . 7 A
Gambetta HUEHYFERR b ASCREARTT b [ S 1347 AR TR SR 37 AL 7 AR R A JR 1) B AR 2%
PF. SEHF AL 7Eh ERE SRR, E K R R G N IR B2 & 5 (R0 = A
S BCHT I A D PRI B R SR Z B2 75 PR

. PESTEARHISCR . W) T2 #8
VLB i S T = AU R B I >

S ZRMFN IR AR R AN R P [ A 2 T O AR & 19 30 AF LB £k
1] BT BT A L 2 3 SO RE U e £ A B HE B (Nee, 1992) . 5P
WrRIRIRAN [R] 1 2 » # B P 2857 O AR 3 2 AR 2510 30 AR, [ fRF T 4 BR A
MBS . [ A 5 AR AR A R 2 7 B Tt v [ ) B A B 2 B8
Lo ZIRATU o BVARASS b 7 AU B8 Ao | TR A Ml SO L ARl 7 AUl 8 Ao

() AT A3l AL ) o

BRSO R 1 60 4Rk HRE AR AT KA T BRI AR M, Bl AL 2 32 SR B
P G AVEACFN R A LIS Bl AR b 3 T4 VS SR K LR AR AL B 8 L SR A T A 1
M 1958 AEZ] 1982 4F N A A A 77 23T HZSE A FL 19 A B (Qian, 2000)
FEI 2R AR A P A o A - U 7 B )™ I R B8 T3 2 i v Pl e i 555 174
WROT o WP AT 43 RS AS R IR+ o 5 Ol A 72 A DG B I P A (Al an « e A
b T A FAL A ST A 5 55— T 5 RAH DG W AL (AN 55 8 ) .7 (Smyth,
1998) —J7 T, 55 AR A= 7 AH G 1 08 77 A 32 3] ] 5K 0 W) 50 6 1) ™ FL 5 W) 5 g — D7 T » L R
XA REHEAT 17 R . SBURT B 50 W 4 9 1R AR 38 AN R DL S (I T i 40 1) 2R
W g R A i S22 E 5K
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1978 AR HFF I3 T —JE =rh ok EA S MBI — DT . KRk
PERAL BT e A — Sl R 1) 3 X SEAT L O T 1984 AEAR LATE 4 [ 2 % & (Qian,
20000 o A BCEZHIEEIN T AR A 77 503 T8 7 B B b S BT DA i A+ 1) 5%
FEBR AR ST AL . FRBEIR T AR AL TR T 4% R 2278 - 3t iy BRI 0 (FE 52 1l ] 2 4
PRAT S5 B RTHR ) 55 B S5 SRR AUR] . Yang et al. (1992) R 7= A5 1 22 4k J&@ 1k
e P AUA] 43 Sy = R AR HIA S LRI AR A BT 2R R 43
] A AT B T 1 A B 4 1 7 AL B R AR 25 AL (01, 1999) . 55 5F . Smyth
(1998) 45 Hh AR P AL BRCHE 2 008 - TR A% 7 i AT MAC i SO AN S 246 068 11 o DR Sy o [T 4 R
I SR WA K38 A3 AR B 7 iy T3S BURE o (EAS BRI 2« (S FHACRN A AL 3 B W] AR
P v P A B 1 25 (Qin & Zhou,2008)

() HA ks

M 1978 AR 1993 4F (1], A Ak i ks EEL DA Be: (1D 1979 48, Bl &K G| A
AR L A A 8 FACE I (2) 1981 4, 5247 K o i, (H 00 e 3 2 1
I I] U R 5 (3) 7E 1983 4R 1984 4R 22 [, [ G0 [ i St “ R B 7 5 (4) DA 1987 4R 5]
1993 4, BN 9247 R AL 2 5 34T 17 (Broadman, 19955 Ma, 1998) , i 1 PO/~ B BS 14 2k
FFRELEL Y KANZE B A CHE AR F3E 58 Il 288 AT DT v A 1y A
R (Gan, 2009) o S E A A AR T 5236 A FI W a5 A o (H 33k SEAUR A A T #40
52 3] [ G R B o R S BURE T AT i R A i A Al i 4 357 O HL S B R QRS AT 08
X FELA il 1 4 %o S AL (M, 1998)

1993 4F, 31 DU i = osilad TOCT A2 B TG E PR L, e
Fil R BOE AN B L BOR AR 7R U IR A8 iy AT . 1995 4F BUR
WA T — BT E A A BT BOR— IR . BEJS . R 27 1 MR Y [ s 2
HIFIF L . Guo Il Yao (2005) TEAHIRIAR 1K B MM F RS MME ., 18k
SRR . AR Y P A 0 Az 7 3R g 4 v O 30 21 22 AT Bt BOR B3 1)
A A AL P BGRCER SR E RCR . A AN S T A AR, T A Ak (B
¥ B AT A BE 22 B BOH) W IR 2 S BUA A HI B 4 S =R NS R BT
(HOMRBE. M 20 128 90 AR P HIIT 4R A AT © RIS IR AR I HL s 2542 i
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B R0 XUR: A A [ PrRpm e A . FEIX A B0 T O T ORIE DR RO IE DK A R
BRATAH ) T 1) D il AR BT 2 D 3 BRI Al R A . BB DA IS R
VA B E AR . LA Al P U 24 o™ T SR 1 2 R 1 T BCR B A1 e 5o 2
ML TTBOR P BRVERE £ . BT A BRIR R 29 R A BRI A0 e o 2 e IR ™ B Y FR
o JF v R A 01 T R DK a1 A M A5 95 R 8 1 1L £ 51 T

HFARAT IR A R, BRE 2005 4R, o T 68. 250 B9 A Al 5¢ A T 2l (Liu &
Liu,2004) . £E 19952005 AEWIH] , i [ K24 =40 2 0 EA Al (R 10 TR AFD W
B, 4 AT NIRRT %77 5247 T 37 H8E (Guo et al. ,2008)

(=) SR ML ™ AU FE SO

BARBUN K788 i E A 1 G130 AB AR A Al i PRk & i CRP AL il Fn AR 14 i A
) B A 1984 AEFI] 1989 473 ] 5 T ELAY AL (Qian, 2000 . 78 90 AEARHIH L AE A
A2 SRR 71 YR Tolk ™= L Jerh T 40 %6 2 iy AR R Al STRk B9 (Li & Rozelle.
2003) . PRt BRAARAR X Hh E 2 T PR Al T AR R T s sk, AR AR 323
P AR SRR AL 1 P= B A T A A . IR0 Oi & Walder(1999) FFRIIRFE ,
SEIRAE B N JESE R A B I AT Al . 2 58 S A A il I o 4 1 SRR s 1
BB R R 2R Al 9 G AN R 2R B F R —BOA N, 2t s R4
AR HEAS X ER A AL, 02 Uk, R ROAR AR TC I 50 A AT A A R T A A
(Smyth,1998) , 7 BURFEFE 52 E 3B X P BRI Il , AR 26 s R AT il b A
1 5 S R AL AR

SR A P AU AN AR B EIE 28 /U AR A 3 7 B 2635 4
KAIRah Jy . SR, 2R R RS TR R R o e T R R R e 4
SEO T BURF BT RS . (1) 20 22 80 AR A H 90 AEFA A Al 1 FI i 2 1
LT % b RO A FVBE SO S BOAR IS 0 1 b BRI B 5 (2) 1994 A1) 73 B il
SO ST T RIS AR R X AR AR R Aol BT 7 AR A B R 1 5 i g 435 (Tro, 2006)
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